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WOLCOTT HACKLEY LITTLEJOHN:  
DEFENDER OF THE FAITH 
KEVIN M. BURTON 
M.A. Candidate in Historical Theology (Andrews University) 
burtonk@andrews.edu 
Abstract 
Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn was an influential writer, speaker and leader within the 
early years of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Before he became an active 
member, he lost his sight and was no longer able to read or write. Nevertheless, he 
read continuously and wrote copiously through the eyes and hands of another. 
Littlejohn was also a profound speaker who drew the attention of people from 
different faiths. He made numerous lasting contributions to Adventism, but his life 
was at times wrapped up in controversy. In the 1870’s he challenged George Ide 
Butler and his philosophy of leadership and in the 1890’s he received pointed 
critiques from Ellen Gould White because of a controversial article that he 
published. Throughout his life, Littlejohn proved to be a remarkable man and 
adept theologian. This article attempts to provide a brief historical overview of his 
life and contributions to the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
 
Keywords: blindness, religious liberty, leadership, extremes, Review and Herald, 
Battle Creek College, Ellen G. White, James White, G. I. Butler, A. R. Henry. 
Introduction 
The Littlejohn family stood out as some of the most influential politicians, 
churchmen, businessmen, and civic leaders within Allegan County, Michigan, for 
some seventy years, or more.1 One of the members of this clan became a Seventh-
 
1Henry F. Thomas, A Twentieth Century History of Allegan County (Chicago: Lewis 
Publishing, 1907), 58. Two members of Littlejohn’s family are particularly worthy of note, 
but fall outside the limitations of this article. The first, Reverend Augustus Littlejohn, one 
of Wolcott’s uncles became very well known as a revivalist preacher and prohibitionist and 
spent considerable time traveling across America with an internationally recognized 
temperance lecturer, John B. Gough. “Sad End of a Famous Revivalist,” Worthington (MN) 
Advance, February 9, 1888, 3, online: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov (accessed 
September 24, 2014), hereafter cited as Chronicling America. While Augustus Littlejohn 
did achieve a fair amount of popularity perhaps the most famous churchman within the 
Littlejohn family was Abram Newkirk Littlejohn, Wolcott’s first cousin. A. N. Littlejohn 
became a Bishop in the Protestant Episcopal Church and primarily served on the Atlantic 
coast. He eventually became the Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island, and in addition to 
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day Adventist—Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn. Like the rest of his family, Wolcott 
embodied the character traits of a gentleman and a scholar. Though Littlejohn was 
a fairly prominent figure in the early years of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
his life and work has been largely overlooked.2 Consequently, this article provides 
a very brief historical sketch of Littlejohn’s life and highlights some of his 
significant contributions to Adventism. 
During his lifetime, Littlejohn was well known by Adventists and non-
Adventists alike. The Allegan Gazette stated that Littlejohn was a “noted Bible 
student, preacher, and author” and a “distinguished churchman.”3 Likewise, 
Clifford Russell stated that “his life was of unusual mental activity, and he was 
known as a sound reasoner and a profound logician” in Adventist publications.4 
                                                                                                                                                                              
his work in New York he gained worldwide acclaim for his work in England, Paris, and 
Rome. See “Bishop Littlejohn Dead: Head of Diocese of Long Island Expires Suddenly at 
Williamsburg, Mass.,” New-York Tribune, August 4, 1901, 14, Chronicling America. It is 
important to mention these two relations since it highlights, to some degree, the 
prominence of the Littlejohn family in America. There were many other prominent men in 
the Littlejohn clan, enough to make the name generally recognizable within the religious 
and political realm. These men, including both Augustus and Abram Littlejohn spent time 
in Allegan, Michigan and Wolcott may certainly have been influenced greatly by them all. 
2Prior to this publication, only five documents relating to Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn 
are known to exist. The first two are term papers written by seminary students. These 
documents were never published and presumably contain mistakes. Nevertheless, they are 
somewhat helpful and can be accessed at the Center for Adventist Research, Andrews 
University, Berrien Springs, Mich. (hereafter referred to as CAR). Valerius (Larry) 
Kositsin, “Correspondence between W. H. Littlejohn and E. G. White,” 1978, White 
Estate Document File 3109, CAR; Lloyd Wayne Perrin, “Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn: 
Preserver of the Faith,” 1980, White Estate Document File 3109, CAR. Three short 
publications are also available which relate to Littlejohn. The first is a book chapter written 
by E. K. Vande Vere that briefly highlights Littlejohn’s career as President of Battle Creek 
College. Emmett K. Vande Vere, The Wisdom Seekers: The Intriguing Story of the Men and 
Women Who Made the First Institution for Higher Learning Among Seventh-day Adventists 
(Nashville, TN: Southern Pub. Assn., 1972), 48-52. The last two publications are 
encyclopedia entries and are largely based upon Littlejohn’s obituaries in Adventist 
periodicals. See SDA Encyclopedia, 1996 ed., s. v. “Littlejohn, Wolcott Hackley;” and Eike 
Mueller, “Littlejohn, Wolcott Hackley,” in The Ellen G. White Encyclopedia, eds. Denis 
Fortin and Jerry Moon (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2014), 455. 
3“Death of Former Allegan Resident: Son of Brilliant Man—Inherited Unusual 
Mentality and Developed it Though Greatly Handicapped—Was Buried Here—
Interesting Life Review,” Allegan (MI) Gazette, November 11, 1916, 7, Allegan District 
Library, Microfilm 026, January 1, 1916 to August 4, 1917. 
4C. A. Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” Review and Herald, November 
30, 1916, 16; C. A. Russell, “Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” Lake Union Herald, November 22, 
1916, 6, 7. 
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These statements are apt descriptors of W. H. Littlejohn and his distinguished 
career. 
Littlejohn was an excellent public speaker and was considered by some to be 
one of Adventism’s “ablest speakers from the West.”5 He gave the funeral sermon 
for two prominent Adventists: Deacon John White (James White’s father) and 
Joseph Bates.6 During a presentation regarding the Health Institute, Ellen White 
commented that Littlejohn delivered “the most able [and] pointed speech I ever 
listened to [on the subject] . . . Every word could be put in print just as he uttered 
them.”7 His name was also well recognized outside of Adventism and he often 
drew in large numbers of non-Adventists when he spoke publicly. While at the 
Illinois camp meeting in the fall of 1884, Isaac D. Van Horn reported, “The 
outside attendance was not large [at the camp meeting] till Sunday afternoon, 
when between 4,000 and 5,000 were out to hear Elder Littlejohn on ‘The Rise and 
Progress of the National Reform Association.’”8 
In addition to being a profound public speaker, Littlejohn also wrote 
voluminously. Not including his numerous letters, labor reports, college notes, 
hymns and poems, reprinted articles, or answers to Scriptural questions, Littlejohn 
wrote more than 125 major articles, produced at least 18 tracts, and published 3 
books. Littlejohn’s articles were usually lengthy—often taking up more than one 
page in the periodical. Many of these articles were too long to be published in a 
single issue of a paper, and the enticing phrase “to be continued,” is commonly 
found at the end of each section. If each published section of Littlejohn’s articles 
were to be counted separately, the total would increase by almost three times, 
making the number over 300 known published articles.9 
These statistics are even more impressive considering the fact that Littlejohn 
was blind. Since the mid-1850’s Littlejohn was required to read and write through 
the eyes and hands of someone else. Hence whenever he gave a sermon or public 
address, it had to be delivered from memory. Throughout his life he employed 
numerous amanuenses and assistants. At least on one occasion the General 
 
5“Shawsheen Grove,” Lowell (MA) Daily Citizen, August 27, 1878, 2, online: 
http://www.genealogybank.com (accessed September 24, 2014), hereafter cited as 
Genealogy Bank. 
6James White, “Obituary Notices: [John White],” Review and Herald, July 18, 1871, 39; 
W. H. Littlejohn, “Obituary Notices: [Joseph Bates],” Review and Herald, April 16, 1872, 
143. 
7Ellen G. White to James White, August 27, 1871, Letter 12, 1871, CAR. 
8I. D. Van Horn, “Illinois Camp-Meeting,” Signs of the Times, September 11, 1884, 554. 
9These statistics, though not exhaustive, were tabulated from all available articles in 
Adventist publications. Furthermore, Littlejohn published numerous articles elsewhere 
that are not referenced here, and these numbers, though inexact can be considered an 
underestimate. 
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Conference even hired an amanuensis for Littlejohn.10 Many of these individuals 
are known only by their initials,11 but a few of them have been identified by 
name.12 
 
10James White and Uriah Smith, “Business Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Session 
of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,” Review and Herald, January 2, 1872, 
21. 
11[1] M. E. G. (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to James S. White, July 7, 1870, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, Ellen G. White Estate, Silver Spring, MD, hereafter cited 
as EGWE-GC). [2] J. E. L. (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, October 2, 1872, 
White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen 
G. White, January 14, 1873, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). [3] 
E. G. R. (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, December 17, 1877, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, July 
15, 1878, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). [4] B. (Wolcott H. 
Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, January 22, 1878, White Estate Received Correspondence 
File, EGWE-GC). [5] V. I. B. (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to James and Ellen White, January 
23, 1887, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). 
12[1] C. C. Lewis (William Covert, “Early Observations—No. 11: Our First Camp 
Meeting,” Lake Union Herald, February 10, 1915, 1; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. 
White, May 15, 1878, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). [2] M. M. 
Ruiter (W. H. Littlejohn, “Michigan: Douglas, Allegan Co.,” Review and Herald, January 30, 
1883, 76; c.f. “The Journey’s End: Ruiter,” Review and Herald, May 18, 1944, 23). [3] 
Eugene Leland (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, April 22, 1883, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; c.f. W. H. Sherrig, “Obituaries: Elder Eugene 
Leland,” Review and Herald, July 13, 1922, 22). [4] It is probable that Donald Warren, a man 
disfellowshipped with Littlejohn in January 1876, was the assistant that helped Wolcott in 
the mid-1870’s and signed the letters “D. W.” (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, 
October 26, 1874, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC. Wolcott H. 
Littlejohn to James White, July 31, 1876, White Estate Received Correspondence File, 
EGWE-GC). [5] Littlejohn’s wife, Addie Littlejohn, wrote for her husband on numerous 
occasions (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, February 7, 1884, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, 
June 19, 1885, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. 
Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, August 16, 1886, White Estate Received Correspondence 
File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, June 10, 1894, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). [6] William C. White also aided Littlejohn 
some in his early years (W. C. White, “Trip to California, Youth’s Instructor, October 1872, 
73). [7] Beginning in 1901 several of Littlejohn’s letters were signed “per F.,” which was 
probably his adopted son, Fred Harvey (Wolcott H. Littlejohn to William C. White, 
December 28, 1901, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. 
Littlejohn to William C. White, July 5, 1902, White Estate Received Correspondence File, 
EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to William C. White, December 5, 1903, White Estate 
Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC; Wolcott H. Littlejohn to William C. White, 
May 2, 1908, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC). 
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Early Life and Aspirations (1834-1865) 
Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn was born on May 27, 1834, in Little Falls, New York, 
to Flavius and Harriet Littlejohn. When Wolcott was about two years old, many of 
his relatives (including his father) moved from New York to Allegan, Michigan, to 
start a new life on the frontier.13 In 1838 Flavius Littlejohn returned to New York 
to bring his wife and children to their new home in Michigan.14 As a result, 
Wolcott grew up in a pioneer community and became close with all of his family 
living there. 
Wolcott was especially close to his father and developed a love for 
jurisprudence through his influence. Flavius Josephus Littlejohn was admitted to 
the bar when he was about 26 and began his practice as an attorney a short time 
later.15 Throughout his career, Littlejohn served as a member of the House of 
Representatives of Michigan between 1842 and 1844 and filled that position again 
in 1848, 1855, and 1856. Flavius was elected Michigan State Senator, serving two 
years (1845-1846) and later acted as Circuit Court Commissioner during 1855-
1856.16 When the Ninth Judicial Circuit was organized in April 1858, F. J. 
Littlejohn was elected Circuit Court Judge and held that position until his 
resignation in 1869.17 After his “retirement,” Littlejohn held the office of 
President of Allegan village for several years (1870-1871, 1873-1874).18 As Flavius 
was a politician, lawyer, scholar, logician, author, and powerful orator, Lloyd W. 
Perrin correctly states, “Young Wolcott was nurtured in an intellectually active 
home where the language of the courtroom was common parlance.”19 Like his 
father, Littlejohn possessed all of these traits in varying degrees. 
 
13First Presbyterian Church of Allegan, MI, “Session Minutes, 1837-April 1896; 
Church Register including Baptisms, 1836-1894,” 1, 4, Presbyterian Historical Society, 
Louisville, KY; [Crisfield Johnson], History of Allegan and Barry Counties, Michigan … 
(Philadelphia, PA: D. W. Ensign, 1880), 68, 69; “Michigan in Brief,” Jackson (MI) Daily 
Citizen, March 22, 1877, 2, Genealogy Bank. 
14Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16. Flavius and Harriet Littlejohn 
had a total of three children: Cornelia E. Littlejohn (1833-1902), Wolcott H. Littlejohn 
(1834-1916), and Eugene C. Littlejohn (1843-1860). 
15“[Untitled Article],” New-York Morning Herald, May 18, 1830, 2, Genealogy Bank; 
“Obituary,” Otsego (MI) Weekly Union, May 21, 1880, 1, online: http://www.archiveol.com/ 
otsego/search (accessed September 24, 2014), hereafter cited as Otsego Library Archive. 
16[Johnson], History of Allegan and Barry Counties, 62, 63, 151. 
17“The New Circuits,” Marshall (MI) Democratic Expounder, April 22, 1858, 2, online: 
http://www.newspaperarchive.com (accessed September 24, 2014), hereafter cited as 
Newspaper Archive. [Johnson], History of Allegan and Barry Counties, 54, 62. 
18Ibid., 155. 
19Perrin, “Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn: Preserver of the Faith,” 4. 
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As a young boy, Littlejohn developed chronic rheumatism, which caused 
severe pain in his joints and muscles. Unfortunately, this pain continued into 
adulthood, but was somewhat lessened after Littlejohn embraced the Adventist 
health message around 1868.20 While a rheumatic condition may not sound that 
severe, it was actually quite debilitating for Littlejohn and later developed into 
iridocyclitis (inflammation of the iris).21 With time this caused Wolcott to 
completely lose his sight. 
Wolcott initially followed in his father’s footsteps and began to study law. He 
commenced his studies at Kalamazoo College and later enrolled in the Classics 
program at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.22 However, Littlejohn never 
finished his degree.23 In 1856, at the end of his second year in university, 
Wolcott’s eyes became infected with rheumatism and he was forced to return to 
his home in Allegan.24 Although he couldn’t read or write anymore,25 he still had 
limited vision for 17 more years until he became totally blind between 1874 and 
early 1875.26  
In 1861 Littlejohn formed a partnership with his future brother-in-law, 
Augustus S. Butler, and the two opened a “book and stationary” shop in 
 
20W. H. Littlejohn, “Benefits Received,” The Health Reformer, March 1871, 187. 
21According to medical doctor and researcher A. C. Hilding, “All ophthalmologists of 
experience have seen rheumatoid arthritis associated with destructive iridocyclitis and 
perhaps blindness. These patients ordinarily show severe ankylosis in many joints, and 
frequently they are more or less helpless because they are frozen in one position.” See A. 
C. Hilding, “Syndrome of Joint and Cartilaginous Pathologic Changes with Destructive 
Iridocyclitis: Comparison with Described Concurrent Eye and Joint Diseases,” A.M.A. 
Archives of Internal Medicine 89, no. 3 (1952): 445. 
22University of Michigan, Catalogue of the Officers and Students of the University of Michigan: 
1855-1856 (Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan, 1856), 12. 
23In spite of this, Littlejohn was an exceptional student and was inducted into the 
Peninsular Chapter of Alpha Delta Phi in 1858. See Executive Council of the Alpha Delta 
Phi Fraternity, Catalogue of the Alpha Delta Phi (Boston: Rockwell and Churchill, 1899), 397. 
241880 U. S. Census, Allegan Co., Michigan, “Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent 
Classes,” Blind Inhabitants, Allegan, enumeration district (ED) 15, 13094-B [sic], Wolcot 
[sic] Littlejohn; online: http://www.ancestry.com (accessed October 29, 2013); c.f. Russell, 
“Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16; Joseph Bates, “District Labor in Mich.,” 
Review and Herald, March 26, 1867, 183. 
25On March 2, 1867, W. H. Littlejohn told Joseph Bates “that he had not read a page 
in any book for the last ten years.” See Bates, “District Labor in Mich.,” 183. 
26Ellen G. White to James E. and Emma White, August 5, 1874, Letter 46a, 1874, 
CAR; c.f. 1880 U. S. Census, Allegan Co., Michigan, Wolcot [sic] Littlejohn; Russell, “Life 
Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16. 
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Allegan.27 After about a year, Butler moved on to other ventures and the shop was 
left solely in the hands of Littlejohn. Apparently his limited vision did not seem to 
curtail his ability to manage the store.28 
Conversion and Early Career (1866-1873) 
W. H. Littlejohn first became aware of the Seventh-day Sabbath in the early-mid 
1850s, probably while he was in college. John Norton Loughborough and Merritt 
E. Cornell teamed up often during the early 1850s and Littlejohn attended some 
of their lectures in Michigan. Ever since that encounter, Wolcott could no longer 
simply accept a Sunday-Sabbath as he had always done—it must be tested and 
proved.29 In the summer of 1855 Littlejohn began to receive the Review and 
research the claims of the Sabbatarian Adventists.30 While Littlejohn had some 
interest in studying about the Sabbath in the early-mid 1850s, partial blindness 
likely slowed down this process considerably. When the Civil War broke out, 
Littlejohn’s distraction apparently continued. By the spring of 1866 Wolcott 
renewed his subscription to the Review31 and began to keep the seventh-day 
Sabbath in June 1866.32 
 
27This was the first shop of its kind within Allegan. See [Johnson], History of Allegan and 
Barry Counties, 170; “Death of Former Allegan Resident,” 7. 
28C.f. James White, “Report from Bro. White,” Review and Herald, April 30, 1867, 244. 
29Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16. 
30“Receipts,” Review and Herald, July 10, 1855, 8. It is unclear if Littlejohn began to 
receive any Adventist publications prior to this time. 
31“Receipts: For Review and Herald,” Review and Herald, April 17, 1866, 160. 
32There are two sources that confirm this date. First, W. H. Littlejohn wrote a reply 
letter to his uncle Elihu G. Hackley on July 16, 1866. Apparently, Littlejohn’s uncle was 
concerned about his nephew accepting the Sabbath and leaving the Presbyterian Church. 
The letter itself indicates that Littlejohn received his uncle’s letter “at a time when, led on 
by [a] solemn sense of duty, [he] had first taken a step which had brought [him] under the 
condemnation of many who had previously been [his] friends” (emphasis supplied). After 
making that comment Wolcott apologized for his delayed response. See W. H. Littlejohn, 
“Mementos, 1866-1891,” 3, VT 000219, CAR. Secondly, an article in the Review states that 
between June 3 and July 7 (the first Sabbath in July), “one has embraced the Sabbath in 
this place [i.e. Allegan], since our last gathering [on June 2-3, 1866].” See P. Strong, 
“Meetings in Allegan,” Review and Herald, July 31, 1866, 72; c.f. Joseph Bates, “The Allegan 
Monthly Meeting,” Review and Herald, June 19, 1866, 24. Presumably this “one person” is 
Wolcott H. Littlejohn. Since the monthly meeting in Allegan occurred on the first Sabbath 
in July, Littlejohn would have had to keep his first seventh-day Sabbath in June. 
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Throughout the rest of 1866, Littlejohn continued to pour through Adventist 
literature33 and soon became active within the Allegan Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.34 Joseph Bates later introduced Wolcott to all Adventists through the 
Review on March 3, 1867.35 About one year after his conversion, Littlejohn 
published his first article in the Review, which was a defense of the Sabbath that 
ran for eleven consecutive issues.36 At this time Littlejohn was not even an official 
member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Regardless, he had been actively 
writing and participating in the Adventist Church for almost a year before he was 
voted into membership on August 10, 1867.37 
On May 19, 1869, Wolcott was granted his first preaching license38 and began 
to hold speaking engagements throughout the United States with numerous 
Adventist leaders, including Uriah Smith, Joseph Harvey Waggoner, James and 
Ellen White, John Nevins Andrews, Dudley Marvin Canright, and George Ide 
Butler.39 On February 7, 1871, W. H. Littlejohn was elected to the General 
 
33“Books Sent By Mail,” Review and Herald, August 7, 1866, 80; “Books Sent By Mail,” 
Review and Herald, August 21, 1866, 96; “Books Sent By Express,” Review and Herald, 
December 11, 1866, 12. 
34W. H. Littlejohn appears within the Allegan SDA Church Record Book for the first 
time on January 5, 1867. See Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record 
Book, 1861-1879,” 16, VT 000213, CAR. 
35Bates, “District Labor in Mich.,” 183. 
36[First issue of 11-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Law of God and the Sabbath 
Which It Ordains,” Review and Herald, July 2, 1867, 36, 37. 
37Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record Book, 1861-1879,” 25, 63. 
38Uriah Smith and William C. Gage, “Michigan State Conference: Ninth Annual 
Session,” Review and Herald, May 25, 1869, 173. 
39In relation to Uriah Smith, see James White, “Tent Meetings,” Review and Herald, June 
8, 1869, 192; Michigan Conference Committee, “Appointment for July 4,” Review and 
Herald, June 22, 1869, 207; Uriah Smith, “Meeting in Orange, Mich.,” Review and Herald, 
June 22, 1869, 207. In relation to J. H. Waggoner, see J. H. Waggoner, “Dedication at 
Potterville, Eaton, Co.,” Review and Herald, January 18, 1870, 30; J. H. Waggoner, 
“Dedication,” Review and Herald, February 1, 1870, 48. In relation to James and Ellen 
White, see James White, “Western Tour,” Review and Herald, June 21, 1870, 5; James White, 
“Eastern Tour,” Review and Herald, October 4, 1870, 125. In relation to J. N. Andrews, see 
J. N. Andrews and W. H. Littlejohn, “Note from the N. Y. Tent,” Review and Herald, 
September 6, 1870, 96; J. N. Andrews and W. H. Littlejohn, “Meetings in Oneida, N. Y.,” 
Review and Herald, October 11, 1870, 132–133. In relation to D. M. Canright, see D. M. 
Canright, “Tuscola, Michigan,” Review and Herald, March 7, 1871, 94; D. M. Canright, 
“Peru, Iowa,” Review and Herald, March 21, 1871, 110. In relation to G. I. Butler, see 
George I. Butler, “The Iowa Camp-Meeting,” Review and Herald, June 25, 1872, 14; George 
I. Butler and L. McCoy, “Iowa and Nebraska Conference,” Review and Herald, June 25, 
1872, 14. 
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Conference Executive Committee with James White and J. N. Andrews.40 He was 
ordained three days later41 and continued to travel and preach while he filled that 
office.  
A couple of years later, during the summer of 1873, Littlejohn published his 
first book. The 336-page manuscript, titled, The Constitutional Amendment, was 
essentially a compilation of articles that Littlejohn had written in response to the 
editor of the Christian Statesman.42 In a review of his book, Henry Ward Beecher’s 
Christian Union, positively remarked that Littlejohn “argued with uncommon 
ability, and with great candor and good feeling, against the proposed religious 
amendment to the Constitution.”43 While the recommended amendment 
advocated for the names of God and Christ to appear in the Constitution, the 
Bible to be publicly regarded “as the fountain of national law,” and suggested that 
the Bible be read in public schools, the political party most supportive of these 
changes also sought to establish “by law the observance of Sunday, as the 
Christian Sabbath.”44 Therefore, the primary purpose of Littlejohn’s book was to 
defend religious liberty and the right of private judgment. Years later, this work 
was revised, expanded, and retitled as The Coming Conflict and published in the 
summer of 1883 with 400 pages.45 
Controversy and Conflict (1874-1877) 
On November 17, 1873, the Seventh-day Adventist Church officially adopted a 
unique policy on leadership.46 This policy was written by G. I. Butler and placed 
utmost ecclesiastical authority within the hands of one leader of the church.47 
Littlejohn was one of the first to object to this new policy and zealously fought 
against the newly endorsed Adventist position. He expressed his views of 
 
40James White and Uriah Smith, “Business Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Session 
of the General Conference of S. D. Adventists,” Review and Herald, February 14, 1871, 68. 
41Uriah Smith and I. D. Van Horn, “Michigan Conference of S. D. Adventists: 
Eleventh Annual Meeting,” Review and Herald, February 14, 1871, 69. 
42“The Statesman Articles in Tract,” Review and Herald, July 8, 1873, 32. 
43“[Note],” Review and Herald, October 14, 1873, 144. 
44W. H. Littlejohn, The Constitutional Amendment: or, The Sunday, The Sabbath, The Change, 
and The Restitution: Discussion Between W. H. Littlejohn and the Editor of the Christian Statesman 
(Battle Creek, MI: Steam Press, 1873), iii. 
45“The Coming Conflict,” Review and Herald, August 14, 1883, 528; W. H. Littlejohn, 
The Coming Conflict: Or the United States to Become a Persecuting Power. A Series of Papers on the 
Present Sunday Agitation (Battle Creek, MI: Review and Herald, 1883). 
46George W. Amadon, Diary, entry November 17, 1873, Byington-Amadon Diaries 
(Collection 12), CAR. 
47George I. Butler, Leadership ([Battle Creek, MI: Review and Herald], 1873). 
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opposition to Ellen White on July 30, 1874, in a courteous manner.48 However, by 
October his politeness ceased and he quickly grew rather caustic by spreading 
false reports about James White49 and twisting statements made by Ellen White.50 
In November 1874, one year after Butler’s position on leadership was adopted, 
Ellen White traveled to Allegan with Butler and his wife Lentha to discuss the 
subject with Littlejohn. The meeting took place on either the 21st or 22nd in the 
Allegan meetinghouse and did not go well.51 Littlejohn was unyielding in his views 
and accused Ellen White of trying to give her husband Moses-like authority.52 
Littlejohn received a testimony from Ellen White as a result of her January 3, 
1875, vision, warning him against “one man” leadership. She stated, “The word of 
God will not justify this extreme independence. This is one man power indeed 
which would claim that everything must bend to this one mind, this one will.”53 
Both Littlejohn and Butler were actually advocating “one man” leadership, but 
from two opposite extremes. While Butler essentially advocated that every man’s 
judgment should be submitted to the one leader, Littlejohn proclaimed that the 
one leader should submit to the judgment of every man.54 
On June 19, 1875, Littlejohn stopped attending the Adventist Church55 and 
blamed Ellen White for his decision.56 Throughout the year of 1875, Adventist 
church leaders tried fervently to resolve the issue. As a result, a council (also called 
a trial, or investigation57) was held in Battle Creek from August 4-11, 1875.58 
Interestingly, George W. Amadon gave these meetings the most grandiose name 
by referring to it as the “Celebrated Littlejohn Trial.”59 Eventually, as the trial 
 
48Ellen G. White to James E. and Emma White, Letter 46a, 1874. C.f. Littlejohn to 
Ellen G. White, October 26, 1874, 2. 
49Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, October 26, 1874, 2; Dudley M. Canright to James 
White, February 21, 1876, White Estate Received Correspondence File, EGWE-GC. 
50Ellen G. White to Brethren and Sisters in Allegan and Monterey, December 24, 1874, 
Letter 64, 1874, CAR. 
51Ellen G. White to Lucinda Hall, November 23, 1874, Letter 76, 1874, CAR. C.f. 
Ellen G. White to Sister Steward, November 16, 1874, Letter 63a, 1874, CAR. 
52Ellen G. White to Brethren and Sisters in Allegan and Monterey, Letter 64, 1874. 
53Ellen G. White, “Testimony Concerning Brother Littlejohn,” Battle Creek, MI, 
January 15, 1875, Manuscript 3, 1875, CAR. 
54C.f. Butler, Leadership; Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, October 26, 1874, 2. 
55Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record Book, 1861-1879,” 76, 86, 
87. 
56Ellen G. White to William C. White, August 8, 1875, Letter 29, 1875, CAR. 
57Ellen G. White to William C. White, Letter 29, 1875. 
58C.f. Amadon, Diary, entry July 14, 1875. 
59Amadon, Diary, entry August 5, 1875. 
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ended, a vote was taken and all but Brothers “Littlejohn, [Donald] Warren and 
Charlie Russel [sic]” stood with the Whites.60 
By January 1876 things were reaching their breaking point in Allegan. On 
January 2, the Allegan congregation voted to remove Littlejohn’s bell from the 
meetinghouse, a decision that was upsetting to some of the members.61 To 
complicate the matter, Wolcott Littlejohn and Horatio Lay had been holding 
“rival meetings” in Allegan, causing much disturbance among the Adventist 
congregation.62 These events led to a breaking point and W. H. Littlejohn, Horatio 
S. Lay, and Donald Warren (along with some others) were disfellowshipped on 
January 27, 1876.63 The next day, this schism within the Adventist church was 
broadcast as “State News” in the Otsego Weekly Union.64 
By May 1876, things started to change, as the Whites visited Littlejohn several 
times in Allegan.65 This resulted in Littlejohn’s gradual change of heart, and 
favorable response toward the Adventist movement. As early as May 7, 1876, “it 
[was] surmised that Littlejohn would come back.”66 
Renewal and Restoration (1877-1882) 
On September 28, 1877, the General Conference finally voted to rescind all 
aspects of Butler’s Leadership that referred to one man. Following the decision, 
James White made the motion to have W. H. Littlejohn restored to the church. 
Littlejohn, having experienced a turnaround, willingly agreed and the motion 
passed.67 At the end of the conference Littlejohn told Ellen White that he was 
returning to Allegan to “work among those he [had] helped in darkness.”68 
 
60Ellen G. White to William C. White, Letter 29, 1875. 
61Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record Book, 1861-1879,” 82. 
62Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record Book, 1861-1879,” 76, 86, 
87, 94; James White to William C. White, May 7, 1876, James S. White Correspondence, 2, 
CAR. 
63Seventh-day Adventist Church of Allegan, MI, “Record Book, 1861-1879,” 76, 86, 
87, 94. 
64“State News,” Otsego (MI) Weekly Union, January 28, 1876, 4, Otsego Library Archive. 
65Ellen G. White to William C. White, July 20, 1875, Letter 25, 1875, CAR; Ellen G. 
White to James White, May 6, 1876, Letter 22, 1876, CAR; Amadon, Diary, entry July 14, 
1876; James White to William C. White, July 15, 1876, James S. White Correspondence, 2, 
CAR. 
66James White to William C. White, May 7, 1876, James S. White Correspondence, 2, 
CAR. 
67James White and A. B. Oyen, “Sixteenth Annual Session of the General Conference 
of S. D. Adventists,” Review and Herald, October 4, 1877, 106. 
68Ellen G. White to James E. and Emma White, September 28, 1877, Letter 19, 1877, 
CAR. 
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The next Sabbath, on October 6, Littlejohn was restored to the church of 
Allegan. A week later, Littlejohn was again preaching in Allegan, trying to amend 
the damages he had caused. Throughout the next year, Littlejohn proved true to 
his word. Almost every Sabbath, from October 1877 to October 1878, Littlejohn 
preached and ministered somewhere in Michigan, particularly in Allegan County.69 
Confidence in Littlejohn was restored, and he was reordained on October 12, 
1878.70 For the next four years, until the end of 1882, Littlejohn continued to live 
in Allegan, Michigan, and devoted much of his time to writing, traveling, speaking, 
and working on the Tract and Missionary Society. 
Family and Fulfillment (1883-1885) 
On January 17, 1883, Littlejohn moved from Allegan, Michigan, to Battle Creek.71 
On August 4, 1883, he married Adaline (Addie) Peck Harvey, nee Chamberlain. 
The service took place on a Sabbath because the couple wanted it to symbolically 
remind others of the two institutions God had given at creation—the Sabbath and 
marriage.72 In addition to becoming a husband, Littlejohn also became a father on 
August 4. While he never had biological children of his own, his bride had 
adopted a boy and a girl.73 The girl, Lillian (Nellie) A. Joint, later became the wife 
 
69H. M. Kenyon, “Michigan,” Review and Herald, October 25, 1877, 134; M. S. 
Burnham, “Allegan County,” Review and Herald, November 29, 1877, 174; W. H. Littlejohn 
and M. S. Burnham, “Michigan: Labor Among the Churches,” Review and Herald, 
December 6, 1877, 182; W. H. Littlejohn, “Michigan,” Review and Herald, January 3, 1878, 
6; “Michigan: Allegan County,” Signs of the Times, January 10, 1878, 13; Seventh-day 
Adventist Church of Monterey, MI, “Record Book, 1860-1880,” 131ff., CAR; Littlejohn to 
Ellen G. White, December 17, 1877; W. H. Littlejohn and M. S. Burnham, “Michigan: 
Labor Among the Churches,” Review and Herald, January 24, 1878, 30; W. H. Littlejohn and 
M. S. Burnham, “Michigan: Labor Among the Churches,” Review and Herald, January 31, 
1878, 38; Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, January 22, 1878; W. H. Littlejohn and M. S. 
Burnham, “Michigan,” Review and Herald, February 21, 1878, 62; W. H. Littlejohn and M. 
S. Burnham, “Michigan: Labor Among the Churches,” Review and Herald, March 7, 1878, 
78; W. H. Littlejohn and M. S. Burnham, “Michigan: Labor Among the Churches,” Review 
and Herald, May 16, 1878, 158; “Michigan: Labor Among the Churches,” Signs of the Times, 
May 23, 1878, 157; W. H. Littlejohn, “Dedication at Lakeview, Mich.,” Review and Herald, 
May 30, 1878, 173; W. H. Littlejohn, “Michigan: Allegan and Douglas,” Review and Herald, 
August 15, 1878, 62; “Michigan: Allegan and Douglas,” Signs of the Times, August 22, 1878, 
253. 
70“The Conference,” Review and Herald, October 17, 1878, 124. 
71W. H. Littlejohn, “Michigan: Douglas, Allegan Co.,” Review and Herald, January 30, 
1883, 76; “Publishers’ Department: [Change of Address],” Review and Herald, January 30, 
1883, 80. 
72“[Wedding Announcement],” Review and Herald, August 7, 1883, 512. 
731880 U. S. Census, Calhoun County, Michigan, Town of Battle Creek, 60 [penned], 
A. P. Harvey; online: http://www.ancestry.com (accessed June 11, 2014). 
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of Ellery Channing Waggoner. Since Nellie was about 21 years old at the time of 
the wedding, she probably never considered Littlejohn to be a father figure. The 
boy (Frederick H. Harvey74) however was only three-and-a-half years old in 
August 1883 and W. H. Littlejohn was the only father he ever knew. Frederick 
remained unmarried until his death in April 1963. 
Littlejohn moved to Battle Creek to fill the roles of pastor and editor and later, 
much to his surprise, president. He had previously been a minister in District No. 
4 and operated from his home in Allegan, Michigan, but in mid-January 1883 the 
General Conference Committee agreed to transfer him to District No. 3 to fill the 
place made vacant by J. O. Corliss. Since Battle Creek held the largest 
congregation in the district (497 members in early 188375) it was expected that 
Littlejohn fill the role of pastor by having “special oversight of that church.”76 
Upon his arrival in Battle Creek, Littlejohn also joined the editorial staff of the 
Review and Herald and signed his editorials “W. H. L.”77 In addition to writing 
editorials, Littlejohn had “the entire charge of the Commentary Department”78 
and answered some 274 theological questions in the Review from February 20, 
1883, to May 26, 1885.79 Littlejohn also helped to establish and manage the 
“Ministers’ Department” in the Review80 and regularly contributed articles to this 
section of the paper. In addition to his editorial work for the Review, Littlejohn 
served on the Central Committee for the Bible-Reading Gazette in 188481 and was on 
the Editorial Committee for the Gospel Sickle between February 1886 and February 
1887.82 
It is during this period that Littlejohn wrote his longest article, which is 
probably the longest single article ever printed in an Adventist periodical. It was 
 
74The identity of Fred Harvey’s parents is currently unknown. Adaline Chamberlain 
married James Harvey on April 18, 1876. However, Harvey died less than one year later on 
March 5, 1877. See S. H. Lane, “Obituary Notices: [Harvey],” Review and Herald, March 15, 
1877, 87. Since Fred Harvey was born on February 5, 1880, James Harvey could not have 
been his biological father. It is possible that he took the name Harvey when he was 
adopted since Adaline retained the Harvey surname after her first husband’s death. 
75W. H. L., “The Battle Creek Church and Advisory Committee,” Review and Herald, 
April 17, 1883, 249. 
76J. Fargo and E. H. Root, “Change of Laborers in Michigan,” Review and Herald, 
January 30, 1883, 80. 
77“[Note],” Review and Herald, February 13, 1883, 112. 
78“Honor to Whom Honor,” Review and Herald, December 18, 1883, 798. 
79C.f. “To the Reader,” Review and Herald, January 19, 1886, 43. 
80W. H. L. “Ministers’ Department,” Review and Herald, April 10, 1883, 235. This new 
section first appeared in the Review on May 8, 1883. 
81See the masthead of this monthly paper from January 1884 to December 1884. 
82See the masthead of this biweekly paper. 
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titled, “The Temple in Heaven,” and ran for an entire year in the Review, from July 
1884 to July 1885.83 This article is written in conversation style, analogous with 
John Bunyan’s Life and Death of Mr. Badman, and highlights the wisdom of Mr. 
Biblicist as he communicates with his interlocutor, Mr. Thoughtful. Surprisingly 
this immense article was never published in book form, or if it was, no copy is 
known to exist today. 
A second notable article appeared during these years. D. M. Canright wrote the 
first church manual for the Seventh-day Adventist Church. However, this project 
was later revised by Littlejohn so much that it was published as a new work under 
his name.84 The first printed “Church Manual” appeared in 18-parts of the Review85 
and was later rejected by Adventists because a church manual seemed to be too 
creedal.86 
Shortly after moving to Battle Creek, Littlejohn began working with the Battle 
Creek College Board of Trustees.87 The college had closed down in the fall of 
1882 and Littlejohn firmly believed that the school needed to reopen,88 but did 
not expect to serve as president. Due to his strong convictions, Littlejohn 
reluctantly gave “his consent to the Board of Trustees to take a position of 
responsibility in the management of the College” in the summer of 1883.89 In 
mid-August it was announced that Battle Creek College would reopen on 
September 5, 1883, and W. H. Littlejohn would serve as its third president.90 




83[First issue of 46-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Temple in Heaven: An 
Imaginary Conversation on a Very Important Theme,” Review and Herald, July 22, 1884, 
466, 467. 
84W. H. Littlejohn, “Explanation,” Review and Herald, June 5, 1883, 368. 
85First issue: [W. H. Littlejohn], “The S. D. A. Church Manual,” Review and Herald, June 
5, 1883, 361, 362. 
86G. I. Butler and A. B. Oyen, “General Conference Proceedings: Twenty-second 
Annual Session,” Review and Herald, November 20, 1883, 732, 733; G. I. Butler, “No 
Church Manual,” Review and Herald, November 27, 1883, 745, 746. 
87For more information, see Vande Vere, The Wisdom Seekers, 48-52. 
88Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, April 22, 1883. 
89George I. Butler, “A Point of Interest to the Friends of the College,” Review and 
Herald, July 31, 1883, 496. 
90“[Note],” Review and Herald, August 21, 1883, 544. 
91G. I. Butler, “The Battle Creek College,” Review and Herald, July 28, 1885, 472. C.f. 
Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, June 19, 1885. 
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Discouraged and Withdrawn (1886-1890) 
For reasons that are not clear, Littlejohn essentially left the work entirely in the 
summer of 1885. While he did serve on the Editorial Committee for the Gospel 
Sickle in 1886, he did not hold many speaking engagements until 1891 and he also 
ceased writing for a while. Only one known article was written between mid-July 
1885 and mid-October 1891.92 In late 1885 or early 1886, the Littlejohns moved 
from the city of Battle Creek and purchased “a little place near B. C. and built a 
house thereon.” By living 1.25 miles away from the Review Office, Littlejohn was 
able to maintain a more private life, which he enjoyed much.93 During the fall of 
1889 Littlejohn again sold his home94 and moved his family in early 1890 “to a 
farm in the vicinity of Battle Creek.” This placed Littlejohn even further away 
from the Office and within a new community that was intelligent, but not very 
religious. Throughout much of 1890, Littlejohn spent most of his time “building a 
house and fitting up a quiet home.”95 
By the late 1880’s, Ellen White was attempting to bring Littlejohn back into 
the work. She wrote, “We very much desire the help of Elder Littlejohn. God has 
not released him from the work.”96 By the early 1890’s, White increased her 
efforts, by appealing to Seventh-day Adventists at the 1891 General Conference 
session to rally around Littlejohn and help bring him back into the work of God. 
Her comments may shed light on reasons why Littlejohn had left the work in the 
summer of 1885. Ellen White mentioned that Littlejohn’s “talent of intellect is of 
value” and that Adventists could “help him by showing that they appreciate his 
ability.” She continued, “If you show that you place little value on his time and 
labor, you cut him away from the work and discourage him from engaging in 
active service. This will be a loss to him and to the cause of God.”97 
 
92W. H. Littlejohn, “A Sinner in the City,” Review and Herald, August 16, 1887, 522. 
93Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, August 16, 1886. 
94See Ellen White, Diary, entry for November 3, 1889, Manuscript 23, 1889, CAR; c.f. 
“Business Notices,” Review and Herald, July 16, 1889, 463; “Business Notices,” Review and 
Herald, July 22, 1889, 463. 
95W. H. Littlejohn, “Michigan,” Review and Herald, May 26, 1891, 331. 
96Ellen G. White, “Religious Liberty,” n.p., n.d., Manuscript 18, 1888, CAR. 
97Ellen G. White, An Article Read at the General Conference, Battle Creek, MI, March 
1890, Manuscript 30, 1890, CAR. Though this manuscript bears the date 1890, it should 
be noted that there was no General Conference Session held in 1890. That this manuscript 
was read at the 1891 General Conference in Battle Creek is suggested based upon the 
following points. First, it is believed that Ellen White wrote the message, “An Article Read 
at the General Conference, Battle Creek, MI, 1890” on the manuscript (c.f. Tim Poirier, e-
mail message to author, November 17, 2014). Since this statement was evidently added at 
a later date, it seems most likely that Ellen remembered the event, but not the year. 
Second, the document refers to the General Conference held in Minneapolis in 1888. 
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In addition to feeling discouraged and underappreciated, some in Battle Creek 
had also accused him of being “sharp in money matters.” Some apparently felt 
that Littlejohn was paid too much for his labors98 even though he was actually 
“running behind about ten dollars per week.”99 This led them to be “sharp” with 
Littlejohn and place “stumbling blocks in his way” because they “thought that he 
was demanding too much.” Ellen White did not approve of this manner of 
treatment and stated, “Those who have criticised so freely must remember that 
Eld. Littlejohn is a blind man.”100 
Reappearance and Contention (1891-1906) 
Ellen White’s discourse at the 1891 General Conference gave Littlejohn the 
encouragement he needed to get back into the work. In May 1891, about two 
months after White’s address at the General Conference, Littlejohn placed a brief 
note in the Review that offered a very short explanation as to where he had been 
and what he had been doing recently. In this note, Littlejohn stated that in his new 
irreligious community there was a schoolhouse adjoining his farm and that he had 
preached the word “occasionally of late.”101 Shortly after this, more speaking 
appointments began appearing in the Review.102 
Littlejohn returned to his writing with vigor but two of his publications written 
between 1891 and 1906 caused some contention. The first was a two-part article 
published in the Review in April 1894, titled, “Danger in Adopting Extreme 
Views.” In this article Littlejohn gave examples of several people throughout 
history that had adopted “extreme views” in connection with God’s work. He 
started with some of the Apostles, then mentioned the extremes of Martin Luther 
(particularly in his debate with Zwingli), and also gave several cases within early 
Adventism.103 Ellen White learned about these articles in the early summer and 
                                                                                                                                                                              
Ellen White stated that this event took place “some years” ago. If Ellen wished to refer to 
the 1888 meetings at the 1889 General Conference, she would have likely said, “last year” 
or “one year since,” instead of “some years” since. Since Ellen White left for Australia in 
1891, it is probable that she gave this address in March 1891 at the General Conference in 
Battle Creek before her journey. This suggestion is further supported by the fact that 
Littlejohn did become more involved in the work after this appeal was made. 
98Ellen G. White, Manuscript 30, 1890. 
99Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, August 16, 1886. 
100Ellen G. White, Manuscript 30, 1890. 
101Littlejohn, “Michigan,” May 26, 1891, 331. 
102“Appointments,” Review and Herald, July 7, 1891, 431; “Appointments,” Review and 
Herald, August 4, 1891, 495. 
103W. H. Littlejohn, “Danger in Adopting Extreme Views,” Review and Herald, April 3, 
1894, 210, 211; W. H. Littlejohn, “Danger in Adopting Extreme Views,” Review and Herald, 
April 10, 1894, 227, 228. 
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was quite displeased.104 She wrote a long letter to Littlejohn on June 3 explaining, 
“You have undertaken to point out the defects of Reformers and pioneers in the 
cause of God. No one should trace the lines which you have done. You have 
made public the errors and defects of the people of God, and in so doing have 
dishonored God and Jesus Christ.”105 
A second problem arose shortly after Littlejohn self-published his third book, 
Life Only in Christ, in February 1894.106 While this monograph was well received by 
non-Adventists, including distinguished scholars such as William W. McLane,107 it 
did provoke controversy in the Adventist Church in a surprising way. According 
to Littlejohn, Archibald R. Henry had influenced the General Conference 
Association to issue a statement that required all self-published works to be 
approved by a committee before they could be advertised in any Adventist 
periodical. In Littlejohn’s estimation, his book had prompted Henry to get such a 
resolution passed and he was personally offended. In a letter to Ellen White, 
Littlejohn compared such actions to the Catholic Church and the Pope’s 
Imprimatur on sanctioned writings.108 
Ellen White responded, with much kindness, on August 3, 1894. While Ellen 
White did not necessarily approve of the recent action of the General Conference 
Association, she also offered a more balanced view of the current situation. There 
were other Adventists who believed that they were called to write and were 
publishing all kinds of material that diverted “the minds of men away from 
present truth.” As a result, it was necessary that certain protocols be in place to 
guard against extreme ideas. White appealed to Littlejohn to wait patiently and put 
 
104Ellen G. White to Dear Brethren in the Seventh-day Adventist Faith, Granville, 
NSW, Australia, June 7, 1894, Manuscript 27, 1894, CAR. 
105Ellen G. White to Wolcott H. Littlejohn, June 3, 1894, Letter 48, 1894, CAR. 
106This series began on October 17, 1893 (W. H. Littlejohn, “Immortality Not a 
Birthright, but a Gift from God,” Review and Herald, October 17, 1893, 647) and ended on 
January 9, 1894. This series was only stopped because of its length and the readers of the 
Review were referred to the book (Life Only in Christ) if they wished to continue reading. See 
W. H. Littlejohn, “Explanation,” Review and Herald, January 9, 1894, 32; W. H. Littlejohn, 
“Life Only in Christ,” Review and Herald, January 23, 1894, 62; “Literary Notice: Life Only 
in Christ,” Review and Herald, February 20, 1894, 128. 
107“Business Notices,” Review and Herald, March 13, 1894, 175; “Conditional 
Immortality,” Review and Herald, December 19, 1893, 794; “Conditional Immortality,” 
Review and Herald, April 3, 1894, 224; “[Note],” Review and Herald, May 1, 1894, 288. C.f. 
“Trade Books,” Review and Herald, May 6, 1902, 2; Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, June 10, 
1894. 
108Littlejohn to Ellen G. White, June 10, 1894. 
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his trust in God. Furthermore she admitted, “It is right that I should speak to 
them [i.e. the General Conference Association]” about this matter.109 
Retirement and Cessation (1907-1916) 
Littlejohn continued to write numerous articles, tracts, and books until 1906.110 In 
1907, Wolcott Littlejohn, at the age of 73, was ready for retirement. During his 
“declining years” Littlejohn was relatively inactive and was cared for by his wife 
and adopted son, who did “everything that warm hearts and loving hands could 
do to lighten the burden of advancing years.” On November 4, 1916, Wolcott 
Hackley Littlejohn passed away at his home in Level Park near Battle Creek at the 
age of 82 years, 5 months, and 8 days.111 According to the Battle Creek 
newspapers, Littlejohn died suddenly from an “attack of heart failure” at 5pm.112 
However, the attending physician, Theodore Kolwood, stated that Littlejohn 
passed away from Chronic Bright’s Disease (known today as chronic nephritis, or 
kidney disease) at 4pm.113 
Two funeral services were held for W. H. Littlejohn. The first service was held 
in Level Park on the morning of November 7 at the Littlejohn home. This 
“notable funeral service” was conducted by Elders Russell A. Hart and Lycurgus 
McCoy. Once this service was concluded, the body was taken to the Oakwood 
 
109Ellen G. White to Wolcott H. Littlejohn, August 3, 1894, Letter 49, 1894, CAR. 
Ellen White apparently did bring this issue before the General Conference Association. In 
a letter to O. A. Olsen (the current GC President) she stated, “The case of Eld. Littlejohn 
has been strangely mismanaged. He has appealed to me to set things right, but I have done 
nothing about it; it was not the time. Your counsel in the treatment of him was all wrong. 
It bears the signature of the adversary of souls.” See Ellen G. White to O. A. Olsen, June 
10, 1895, Letter 65, 1895, CAR. 
110I have not been able to locate any publications after 1906, with the possible 
exception of one undated tract. See W. H. Littlejohn, Departing and Being with Christ: Or the 
Apostle Paul’s Desire to Be Translated ([Battle Creek, MI]: W. H. Littlejohn, ca. 1906). After 
this tract was published, it also appeared as an article in the Signs of the Times in 1912. [First 
issue of 3-part series] See W. H. Littlejohn, “Departing and Being with Christ, Or Apostle 
Paul’s Desire to Be Translated,” Signs of the Times, October 1, 1912, 600, 601. 
111Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16. 
112“Elder W. H. Littlejohn Dies Suddenly, Age 82: Former President of Old Battle 
Creek College and Active Adventist Succumbs to Attack of Heart Failure,” Battle Creek 
(MI) Enquirer, November 5, 1916, 1, Willard Library Newspaper Collection, Battle Creek, 
MI; “Elder Wilcott [sic] H. Littlejohn,” Battle Creek (MI) Evening New, November 6, 1916, 
14, Willard Library Newspaper Collection, Battle Creek, MI. 
113Calhoun County, Michigan, “Certificate of Death;” online: http://seekingmichigan. 
org (accessed June 15, 2014), courtesy of the Library of Michigan. 
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Cemetery in Allegan that afternoon for burial and Clifford A. Russell conducted 
another short service.114 
Conclusion 
Littlejohn, typically an active leader within the Adventist Church, was particularly 
influential through his writing. Nevertheless, there were two major writing-gaps in 
his life. He wrote steadily from July 1867 to June 1873. The summer of 1873 
marked Littlejohn’s deteriorating eyesight and his involvement in the leadership 
controversy. These events pronounced the first gap, which lasted from July 1873 
to November 1877. Littlejohn again wrote steadily from November 1877 to July 
1885. The second writing-gap began in August 1885 and continued until October 
1891, with only one known new article published in 1887.115 Beginning again in 
October 1891 Littlejohn published material fairly regularly until the end of 1906, 
yet began slowing down in 1896. From 1907 to his death in 1916, only one article 
has been located, but this article had been previously published as a tract, 
probably in 1906.116 
Of his 18 known published tracts, five must be briefly mentioned. The first 
three are important because they were later added to the Bible Student’s Library, 
which was a series of Adventist tracts intended for distribution among the general 
public. First, The Seventh Part of Time;117 second, The Rich Man and Lazarus;118 and, 
third, The Sabbath in Prophecy: Seven Inspired Predictions of a Sabbath Reform Movement to 
Take Place in Our Day.119 While most of these tracts can be accessed at the Center 
 
114Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16; “Death of Former Allegan 
Resident,” 7. 
115Littlejohn, “A Sinner in the City,” 522. 
116See fn. 110. 
117Originally a sermon given on June 18, 1869, and published as a tract in December 
1869. See “Book and Tract Department,” Review and Herald, December 14, 1869, 197; W. 
H. Littlejohn, The Seventh Part of Time: A Sermon on the Sabbath Question, Delivered at Orange, 
Mich., June 18, 1869 ([Battle Creek, MI: Review and Herald, 1869]); W. H. Littlejohn, The 
Seventh Part of Time, Bible Student’s Library, no. 21 (Oakland, CA: Pacific Press, May 21, 
1889). 
118Originally published as a 3-part series in the Review. See [first issue] W. H. Littlejohn, 
“The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus,” Review and Herald, November 1, 1877, 137, 
138. First published as a tract in the Bible Student’s Library in January or February 1897. 
International Tract Society, “The Rich Man and Lazarus,” Review and Herald, February 16, 
1897, 110. 
119Originally published as a 6-part series in the Review and later published as a tract. See 
[first issue] Wolcott H. Littlejohn, “The Sabbath in Prophecy, or a Sabbath Movement to 
Take Place in the Last Days,” Review and Herald, October 25, 1892, 659, 660; Wolcott H. 
Littlejohn, The Sabbath in Prophecy: Seven Inspired Predictions of a Sabbath Reform Movement to 
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for Adventist Research, two of Littlejohn’s pamphlets are currently missing. The 
title of one is Jonah and the Sea Monster120 and the title of the other is Who Changed 
the Sabbath?121 
Most of Littlejohn’s writings can be classified within the following categories: 
Apologetic,122 Sabbath/Sunday,123 Prophecy/Apocalyptic,124 Religious Liberty,125 
Ecclesiological/Church Order,126 Biblical/Theological,127 and Health/Health 
                                                                                                                                                                              
Take Place in Our Day, Bible Student’s Library, no. 148 (Oakland, CA: Pacific Press, January 
1897), 31pp. 
120“Book Notices: Jonah and the Sea Monster,” Signs of the Times, January 10, 1906, 31. 
121See “Timely Publications” in Littlejohn, Departing and Being with Christ, [18]. 
122See, e.g., W. H. Littlejohn, “The Pocasset Outrage,” Review and Herald, June 5, 1879, 
180, 181; [first issue of 5-part series] W. H. L., “A Skeptic’s Queries,” Review and Herald, 
March 20, 1883, 185, 186; W. H. L., “An Objection to the Testimonies Answered,” Review 
and Herald, 264, 266. 
123See, e.g., W. H. Littlejohn, “The Seventh-Part-of-Time Theory,” Review and Herald, 
August 25, 1868, 145–146; [first issue of 3-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Two 
Hemispheres and the Sabbath—No. 1,” Review and Herald, October 31, 1878, 138; [first 
issue of 3-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Rich Man and the Beggar That Was Laid at 
His Gate,” Review and Herald, April 19, 1892, 243, 244. 
124See, e.g., [first issue of 3-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Prophetic Scar,” Review 
and Herald, December 1, 1891, 738, 739; [first issue of 4-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The 
Temporal Millennium,” Review and Herald, December 18, 1894, 787; [first issue of 11-part 
series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Age-to-Come: Or, the Eleventh Chapter of Romans and the 
Bearing of the Same upon That Theory,” Review and Herald, February 12, 1895, 98. 
125See, e.g., [first issue of 11-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Statesman Articles,” 
Review and Herald, March 18, 1873, 105, 106; [first issue of 5-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, 
“Whither is Our Nation Drifting?: Christians in the Chain-gang for Conscience’ Sake,” 
Review and Herald, June 6, 355, 356; W. H. Littlejohn, “A Defect in the Constitution: 
Religious Liberty not Secure in this County,” Review and Herald, April 17, 1894, 242, 243. 
126See, e.g., [first issue of 3-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Rejected Ordinance,” 
Review and Herald, June 13, 1878, 185, 186; [first issue of a 2-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, 
“The Order to Be Pursued in the Administration of the Ordinances,” Review and Herald, 
January 9, 1879, 9, 10; [first issue of 2-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “Seventh-day 
Adventists and Seventh-Day Baptists: A Reply,” Review and Herald, November 4, 1880, 
296-298. 
127See, e.g., [first issue of 3-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “The Two Covenants,” Review 
and Herald, January 3, 1882, 4, 5; [first issue of 4-part series] W. H. Littlejohn, “When Did 
Christ Rise from the Dead ; On Saturday or Sunday?,” Review and Herald, February 13, 
1883, 98-101; [first issue of 5-part issue] Wolcott H. Littlejohn, “Justification By Faith, or 
Infidel Objections to God’s Plan for Saving Men, Considered,” Review and Herald, July 5, 
1892, 419, 420. 
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Reform.128 Nearly all of Littlejohn’s works are apologetic in nature, as a defense 
either for the Adventist Church, the Seventh-day Sabbath, Religious Liberty, or a 
particular doctrine. Throughout these articles, Littlejohn presented his topic in a 
“pleasing style” with careful and well-crafted argumentation.129 As a result, 
Adventists enjoyed reading his essays and were often eagerly awaiting more from 
his pen. 
Through his writing, preaching, and leadership, Wolcott Hackley Littlejohn 
impacted the church in a powerful way and considered himself to be a defender of 
the faith. As he aged he grew increasingly anxious, especially after being blind for 
60 years, to finally see the face of God. His last known work may have been 
inspired by his own eager desire for the Second Coming of Jesus. This tract, titled, 
“Departing and Being with Christ, or Apostle Paul’s Desire to Be Translated,”130 
was about a man who was also once blind and longed to see his Savior coming in 
the clouds of glory. Like Paul, Littlejohn did not live to see that Day, yet he never 
gave up hope. Now, as his good friend Clifford A. Russell lovingly wrote, “he 
sleeps, awaiting the call of the Life-giver.”131 
 
128See, e.g., Littlejohn, “Benefits Received,” Health Reformer, March 1871, 186, 187; W. 
H. Littlejohn, “What We Hazard in Eating Flesh-meats,” Health Reformer, May 1871, 249, 
250; W. H. Littlejohn, “The Reform Dress,” Health Reformer, February 1872, 54-56. 
129“[Note],” Review and Herald, July 2, 1867, 44. 
130See fn. 110. 
131Russell, “Life Sketch of Elder W. H. Littlejohn,” 16. 
